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Abstract
The concept of Citizenship is centuries old and it had stood the test of time. Various countries
have tried and adapted different types of citizenships depending on the circumstances. They
follow different processes and procedures to grant Citizenship to the applicants who are not
covered by the laws governing the natural citizenship. Countries also get affected by the
centuries old phenomena of migration (reasons could be many) and migrants too apply for the
citizenship. It is important to note that not all applicants succeed in getting the Citizenship,
some of them get deported and some suffer with what is termed as ‘Statelessness’ (as the
original country from where they fled, for whatever reasons, also refuses to accept them back).
It’s a worst state for a human being to exist in. All such relevant aspects related to citizenship
have been examined in the paper.
Lately many countries have been affected by the population pressures, dwindling natural
resources and stressed economies. Efforts to ease such problems by improving the economies
and offer better life styles to the citizens have forced liberalisation of trade, leading to free flow
of goods, technologies, information and people, transgressing various boundaries and cultures.
Despites its advantages and disadvantages, Globalisation has unabatedly propagated. It has
been seen that the Globalisation as a phenomenon has globally affected many aspects like
political, economic, cultural as well as the concepts of citizenship. Globalisation has also given
birth to newer types of citizenships like social and economic, each with its own pros and cons.
India too has been going through various issues like migration across its borders, Rohingya
problems, globalisation related migration and its impacts. India has to find cogent measures to
address these issues. This paper thus deals with a broad brush canvas related to citizenship and
globalisation and attempts to analyse different facets of citizenship, forces propagating
globalisation, impact of globalisation on citizenship universally, specific impact on India and
ways for dealing with it in India related scenario and some viable suggestion for consideration.
Keywords: Citizenship, Globalisation, Statelessness, UNHRC, Liberalisation, Trade,
Migration, Economy, Geography, Technology, Impact, Solutions, India, Rohingya
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Inter-relationship between Citizenship and Globalization:
An India Specific Analysis

Introduction
Citizenship is a boon which bestows many benefits and responsibilities on a person. Many of
us take Citizenship and its benefits for granted. But only a few of us make an effort to
understand the purport of citizenship, its historical origin, benefits it confers and
responsibilities it imposes, effects of statelessness etc. These issues need to be understood by
all of us.
Further, the population pressures, dwindling natural resources and stressed economies have
forced Globalisation and in turn liberalisation of trade. It has been observed that Globalisation
impacts, many aspects like Economies, Finances, Technological prowess and Culture of
nations and last but not the least Migration. Globalisation thus indelibly affects countries and
their ‘Citizenship’ aspects.
This article attempts to analyse Concepts of Citizenship, Globalisation Process to understand
its linkages, interdependencies, impact on Migration and Citizenship, prevalent scenarios in
the world and in India, emerging issues and probable solutions.
Concepts of Citizenship
‘Citizenship’ has been defined as:
Relationship between an individual and a state to which the individual owes allegiance
and in turn is entitled to its protection. Citizenship implies the status of freedom with
accompanying responsibilities. Citizens have certain rights, duties, and responsibilities
that are denied or only partially extended to aliens and other noncitizens residing in a
country (Britannica, 2020).
Benefits and Responsibilities
Let us now see some of the benefits related to ‘Citizenship’. In general, full political rights,
including the right to education, vote and to hold public office, are some important benefits
from citizenship. The usual responsibilities of citizenship are allegiance, taxation, and military
service.
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Citizenship is the most privileged form of nationality. This broader term denotes various
relations between an individual and a state which may or may not confer political rights but
certainly offer other privileges, particularly protection abroad. Citizenship is thus a term used,
in international law, to denote all persons whom a state is entitled to protect. Nationality also
serves to correlate relationship to a state of entities other than individuals. It is important to
note that corporations, ships, and aircraft, for example, possess a nationality. Let us now
examine various facets of Citizenship.
Citizenship -Historical Perspective
The fact that citizenship is the most privileged form of nationality has been acknowledged since
long. If we peep into history, it would be seen that the concept of citizenship originated in
towns and city-states of ancient Greece. Citizenship was used as an instrument by Romans to
distinguish the residents of the city of Rome from persons belonging to the territories
conquered by them. As the Roman Empire grew, citizenship was granted by the Romans to
their allies throughout Italy. It was further extended to the peoples in other Roman provinces,
wherein by 212 CE citizenship was extended to all free inhabitants of the empire. It is important
to note that the Roman citizenship granted important legal privileges to its citizens.
Sadly, the concept of ‘national citizenship’ virtually disappeared in Europe during the Middle
Ages, replaced as it was by a system of feudal rights and obligations. This disappearance later
had disastrous ramifications for human race in countries like Italy and Germany.
The modern concepts of citizenship were understood and evolved in the 18th century,
especially during the American and French Revolutions. During those times the term Citizen
denoted possession of certain liberties in the face of the coercive powers of hegemonic
monarchs.
As far as England was concerned, the term ‘Citizen’ originally referred to membership of a
borough or local municipal corporation, while the word ‘subject’ emphasized the individual’s
subordinate position relative to the monarch or state. Interestingly, the word subject is still used
in preference to citizen in British common-law usage and nationality legislations, however the
two terms are now almost equivalent as the British constitutional monarchy is now a
ceremonial one, without political powers over its subjects (Britannica 2020a). This concept is
more or less prevalent in many countries now.
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Various Types of Citizenship
It has been observed that the principal grounds for conferring citizenship (apart from
international transactions such as transfer of territory or option) are birth within a certain
territory, descent from a citizen parent, marriage to a citizen, and naturalization.
Two main systems are used to determine citizenship rights. First one is as of the time of birth
or ‘jus soli’, whereby citizenship is acquired by birth within the territory of the state, regardless
of parental citizenship. Second is; jus sanguinis’, whereby a person, wherever born, is a citizen
of the state if, at the time of his or her birth, his or her parent is citizen of that country.
The United States and the countries of the British Commonwealth follow the ‘jus soli’ concept
as their basic principle. They also recognize acquisition of nationality by descent, but it is
subject it to many strict limitations. Other countries generally adopt the ‘jus sanguinis’ as their
basic principle. They also have provisions for acquisition of citizenship in case of combination
of birth and domicile within the country, birth within the country of parents born there, and so
on (Britannica, 2020b).
It has been seen that usually citizenship based on circumstances of birth is automatic, but an
application/registration may be required. Other types of Citizenships cover:a)

Citizenship by marriage (jus matrimonii)

b)

Naturalization

c)

Citizenship by investment or Economic Citizenship.

Some scholarly works have highlighted a new perspective to ‘Citizenship’.

As per those

(Elliott and Turner, 2012 and Turner, Oct10, 2017) the citizenship could be broadly classified
in five categories:a) National Citizenship typically associated with ethno-nationalism. This became
important in nation-building processes from the 19th century onwards.
b) Latin American type national citizenship which was connected with various nationbuilding projects. However, the Latin America experienced an authoritarian and
militaristic version of nationalist citizenship, as a historical consequence of Iberian
colonisation.
c) Social citizenship was closely connected to civil society institutions rather than to the
state or the market. It involved creation of the social rights, in association with
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development of the welfare state and was consequently referred to simply as ‘welfare
citizenship’. This form of citizenship was prevalent in the Scandinavian societies in
20th Century.
d) The fourth type of citizenship relates to identification of the citizen with participation
in the work force, emphasising self-reliance and autonomy. This type of citizenship was
pre-eminently explored by the political philosopher Judith Shklar, in USA.
e) The fifth type of citizenship relates to Passive Citizenship. In that, consumerism or
presupposition of a consumer society, a weak state and the decline of civic institutions
become predominant and the passive citizen becomes a consumer of privatised goods
and services. With predominance of e-commerce and on line services the passive citizen
willingly moves towards passive isolation. The normal facilities for the traditional
citizens like the malls, cafés, meeting halls, clubs and the places for religious
congregation get replaced by online networks, and the social solidarity is more elastic
rather than ‘sticky’

But it is important to note that the above forms were never entirely separate and various
combinations were always possible, producing hybrid traditions of citizenship; as a result, they
could be regarded as the pioneers to the modern day citizenship models (Turner ibid).
As we have seen the Citizenship confers many rights and privileges on the people which allow
both –the country and its citizens to progress and prosper. However, sadly even today we have
people who have been refused citizenship and it would be important to briefly examine plight
of such stateless people.
Statelessness
For many of us, who are citizens of a country, it would not be easy to imagine effects of
‘statelessness’. Without citizenship, a person cannot register to vote in the country in which
he lives, cannot apply for a travel documents and cannot register to marry. In some instances,
individuals who are stateless and are outside their country of origin or country of former
residence are detained for long periods, if those countries refuse to grant them re-entry. Often,
even the most basic of rights – the rights to education, medical care, and employment – are
denied to individuals who cannot prove the link of nationality with a country. No country in
the world is free from the problems that lead to statelessness. UNHRC estimates that millions
of people around the world are living without any nationality/citizenship.
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For Redressal of ‘Statelessness’ UN members have been advised by UNHRC (Achiron, Nov
2005) to formalise as law the Statelessness determination procedures, ensuring fairness and
transparency. UNHRC’s Handbook on Protection of Stateless Persons provides a
comprehensive list of due process rights to be respected, including:
a) Access to an interview and legal aid;
b) Interpretation assistance;
c) Deadlines within which statelessness determinations must be made from the time an
application is filed;
d) Right to receive written reasons for a decision; and appeal against first-instance
rejection of an application.
It is hoped that with such measures in place issue of Statelessness would get addressed
effectively and plight of stateless people would improve. After examining issues related to
Citizenship and Statelessness it would be important to study the impact of ‘Globalisation’ on
citizenship.
Globalisation: Facets and Impacts
Globalisation
Let us first examine what is Globalization. In simple terms Globalisation denotes the speedup
of movements and exchanges (of human beings, goods and services, capital, technologies or
cultural practices) all over the world. One of the effects of globalization is that it promotes and
increases interactions between different regions and populations around the globe.
WHO (World Health Organisation) has defined the globalisation as “the increased
interconnectedness and interdependence of peoples and countries. It is generally understood to
include two inter-related elements: the opening of international borders to increasingly fast
flows of goods, services, finance, people and ideas; and the changes in institutions and policies
at national and international levels that facilitate or promote such flows.” (WHO, ND)
Another researcher has defined the process of Globalisation as “In imaging globalization, we
might describe the current predicament as one of employing a language inflected with
territorialized constructions of space to express the complicated and shifting spatial dynamics
of a deterritorialized globe ( Cuddy-Keane, Sep 2003)
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Facets of the Globalisation
Globalization and the Economy
The Committee for Development Policy (a subsidiary body of the United Nations), has defined
the globalization from economic point of view as (UNHRC Report, ND):
“(…) the increasing interdependence of world economies as a result of the growing
scale of cross-border trade of commodities and services, the flow of international capital
and the wide and rapid spread of technologies. It reflects the continuing expansion and
mutual integration of market frontiers (…) and the rapid growing significance of
information in all types of productive activities and marketization which are the two
major driving forces for economic globalization.”
Globalization in Geography
From Geographical point of view the globalization has been defined as the set of processes
(economic, social, cultural, technological, institutional etc.) that contribute to the relationship
between societies and individuals around the world. It is a progressive process by which
exchanges and flows between different parts of the world are intensified (Youmatter, Oct 06,
2020).
Different aspects of the Globalization (Concept Map)
In view of the trade developments and financial exchanges, globalization is often thought as an
economic and financial phenomenon. However, Globalisation includes a much wider field than
just flow of goods, services or capital. In what can be referred to as the Globalization Concept
Map (Ghaderi, Sep 20, 2015), some examples which could be cited to indicate different aspects
of the Globalisation are:a)

Economic globalization: This covers the development of trade systems within

transnational actors such as corporations or NGOs;
b)

Financial globalization: This is linked with the rise of a global financial system

with international financial exchanges and monetary exchanges. Stock markets can be
a good example of the financially connected global world as one declining stock market
affects other markets negatively as well as the economy as a whole.
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Cultural globalization: This refers to the interpenetration of cultures which

more often than not results in nations adopting principles, beliefs, and costumes of other
nations, losing their unique culture to another unique globalized supra-culture;
d)

Political globalization: This is a very peculiar phenomenon in which the

development and growing influence of international organizations such as the UN or
WHO makes governments to initiate actions at an international level, which have
impact at universal levels. There are other bodies operating a global level such as NGOs
like Doctors without borders or Oxfam.
e)

Sociological globalization: In this form information moves almost in real-time,

together with the interconnection and interdependence of events and their
consequences. People move all the time too, mixing and integrating different societies;
f)

Technological globalization: This phenomenon represents a medium by which

millions of people are interconnected by the power of the digital world via platforms
such as Facebook, Instagram, Skype or You-tube.
g)

Geographic globalization: This relates to transformation in organization and

hierarchy of different regions of the world, which is changing dynamically. Moreover,
with transportation and flying made so easy and affordable, apart from a few countries
having demanding visa conditions, it is possible to travel the world with minimal
restrictions.
h)

Ecological globalization: This accounts for the idea of considering planet Earth

as a single global entity in consonance with Indian Ethos of ‘Vasudhaiv Kutumbakam’.
For the common good of the world all societies need to protect environment as the
weather affects everyone. This is important in view of the fact that the poorest countries
that have been polluting the least will suffer the most from climate change (Youmatter,
Oct 06 2020a). A figurative representation of concept map of Globalisation (Ghaderi,
Sep 20, 2015a) has been placed at Annexure.
Cuddy-Kane (Cuddy-Keane, Sep 2003a) has corroborated above views by the following
observation:
Globalization is moving toward increasing complexity and toward increasing
simplification, toward grander and more intricate conceptualizations of the whole and
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toward the face of a stranger whose eyes our own are meeting for the first time. There
has been a great deal of discussion of the global and the local—of the ways
globalization intensifies the local and is experienced through the local, of the ways the
local frames the experience of globalization differently for people differently situated
in the world. The globalisation may also take people towards a renewed awareness of
our personal relations with other spaces and persons.
It can, therefore, be surmised that Globalization impacts various facets related to people and
nations. This in turn affects the Citizenship.
Globalization- Advantages and Disadvantages
Globalization has its own advantages and disadvantages. The benefits of the Globalisation
cover many different areas. It has reciprocally developed economies all over the world and
increased cultural exchanges. It has also allowed financial exchanges between companies,
changing the paradigm of work. Globalisation has made many people citizens of the world.
The origin of goods has become secondary and geographic distance does not act a barrier for
many services to happen.
Advantages of Globalisation
Economic Impact through the Engine of Globalization
The most visible impacts of globalization are seen through their impact on the economic world.
Globalization has led not only to a sharp increase in trade and economic exchanges, but also to
a multiplication of financial exchanges. Historically, the world economies opened up in 1970s
and the development of free trade policies accelerated the globalization phenomenon.
Statistically, the world exports increased 33-fold during the period 1950-2010. This
significantly accelerated the interactions between different regions of the world.
This acceleration in economic exchanges has led to strong global economic growth. It in turn
led to rapid global industrial and technological development. Knowledge became easily
sharable and international cooperation among the brightest minds accelerated Globalisationmaking it a positive developmental cycle. According to some analysts, globalization has also
contributed to improving global economic conditions, creating much economic wealth- tough
unfortunately unequally distributed (Youmatter, Oct 06, 2020b)
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Financial Impact through Globalization
The Globalisation impacted the world ‘finance’ too. Since the 1980s, led by neo-liberal policies
of USA, the world of finance gradually opened. To cite an example, the US under Ronald
Reagan and the UK under Margaret Thatcher introduced the famous ‘3D Policy’ of
Disintermediation, Decommissioning, and Deregulation.
This led to simplification of the finance regulations, eliminated mediators and broke down the
barriers between the world’s financial centers. This financial globalization has contributed to
the rise of a global financial market in which contracts and capital exchanges have multiplied.
Cultural Impact through Globalization
The rapidly growing economic and financial impacts of the globalization led to inevitable
cultural globalization. The multiplication of economic and financial exchanges has been
followed by an increase in human exchanges such as migration, expatriation or traveling. These
human exchanges have contributed to the development of cultural exchanges. Some good
examples of cultural globalization refer to the trading of commodities such as coffee or
avocados. Coffee is said to have originated in Ethiopia and was initially consumed in the Arabic
region. However, due to commercial trades since the 11th century, Coffee has become globally
consumed commodity. Similarly, Avocados were mostly grown in the tropical temperatures
of Mexico, the Dominican Republic or Peru. But today guacamole or avocado toasts are
common in meals all over the world.
Similarly, books, movies, and music are now instantaneously available all around the world
thanks to the development of the digital world and the power of the internet. These are perhaps
the greatest contributors to the speed at which cultural exchanges and globalization are
happening. Other examples of globalization relate to spread of traditions like Black Friday in
the US, the Brazilian Carnival or the Indian Holi Festival. They all were originally created
following their countries’ local traditions and beliefs, but as the world got to know them, they
are now common traditions in other countries too (Youmatter, Oct 06, 2020c)
It would be seen that the Globalisation has had an indelible impact of people and its affects
their lives in many ways including migration to different parts of a country or other countries.
It would thus understandable that Globalisation would have an impact on Citizenship aspects
too.
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Negative Effects of Globalization
Through the analysis done so far we have seen that the Globalization is a complex phenomenon.
With GOOD it has considerable negative influences on multiple areas of contemporary
societies. Some of the major aspects related to negative impact of the Globalisation have been
highlighted in the subsequent paragraphs.
Negative Effects of Globalization on Cultural Aspects
Apart from all the benefits globalization has had on allowing cultural exchanges it also
homogenized the world’s cultures. That’s why specific cultural characteristics from some
countries are disappearing.-from languages to traditions or even specific industries. That’s why
according to UNESCO, the mix between the benefits of globalization and the protection of
local culture’s uniqueness requires a careful approach.
Negative Effects of Globalization on Economic Situation
Despite its benefits, the economic growth driven by globalization has not been done without
attracting criticism. The consequences of globalization are far from homogeneous: income
inequalities, disproportional wealth and trades that benefit parties differently can be cited as
examples. One of the criticisms that some actors (countries, companies, individuals) benefit
more from the phenomena of globalization, while others are sometimes perceived as the
“losers” of globalization, deserves careful examination. As a matter of fact, a recent report from
Oxfam says that 82% of the world’s generated wealth goes to 1% of the population.
Negative Effects of Globalization on the Environment
Many critics have also pointed out that globalization has negative effects on the environment.
Thus, the massive development of transport that has been the basis of globalization is also
responsible for serious environmental problems such as greenhouse gas emissions, global
warming or air pollution.
At the same time, global economic growth and industrial productivity are both the driving force
and the major consequences of globalization. They also have big environmental consequences
as they contribute to the depletion of natural resources, deforestation, destruction of ecosystems
and loss of biodiversity. The worldwide distribution of goods is also creating a big garbage
problem, especially plastic and e-waste pollution (Youmatter, Oct 06, 2020d and Huwart and
Loïc, 2013)
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All the above aspects adversely impact human life. It is now evident that the Globalization
affects all sectors of activity to a greater or lesser extent. By accepting large-scale industrial
production and the globalized circulation of goods, globalization makes us stand in stark
opposition to concepts of resource economisation, energy savings, limitation of greenhouse
gases etc.
As a result critics often argue that the Globalisation contributes to accelerating climate change
and that it does not respect the principles of ecology. They also point out that big companies
(MNCs) generally don’t employ locals and prefer to outsource the work to the low wage
countries (to have lower costs) or pay taxes in countries with more favourable regulations. This
almost negates the criteria of civic welfare approach. Moreover, the ideologies of economic
growth and the constant pursuit of productivity that come along with globalization, also make
it difficult to design a sustainable economy based on resilience.
Despite above and as a balancing opinion it needs to be accepted that globalization
(disadvantages notwithstanding) is needed for the transitioning to a more sustainable world.
This is attributable to the fact that only global synergy can really help in true ecological
transition. Issues such as global warming indeed require a coordinated response from all global
players. We have to concede that the fight against CO2 emissions, reduction of waste, effective
transition to renewable energies, combating ocean/air pollution/ocean acidification are
problems that can’t be solved without global action (Youmatter, Oct 06 2020e and Huwart and
Loïc, 2013 ).
In summary one can say that globalisation comes with its own pros and cons. However, it is
evident that despite its disadvantages Globalisation is here to stay and has and will continue to
have a lasting impact on the global environment, migration, human populous and aspects
related to Citizenship.
Generic Impact of Globalisation on Citizenship
Global need for economic advancement necessitated reduction of trading barriers coupled with
the advancing technologies. That in turn led to an inevitably globalised world and influenced
many areas including the concepts and practices of citizenship.
As we now know Citizenship is mostly considered as a combination of rights and obligations
that accompanies specifically defined membership of a nation-state. However, the
Globalisation resulting in mass flows of information, goods, capital and people has challenged
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the age old established frameworks of citizenship. In addition to the above, citizenship has been
transformed in two levels, vertically – between individual citizens and political authorities as
well as horizontally – between citizens (Kabeer, Dec 27, 2005) and also at philosophical and a
practical levels.
The ongoing process of globalization has irreversibly changed the fundamentals of the global
trade, production, sourcing and outsourcing to countries with cheap labour, most notably Asia,
as well as the global mobility of virtually anything. As a result the world has become a complex
system of interconnectedness and interdependence on both state and individual levels. At the
same time, the importance of the nation-states has seemingly decreased. In some cases, some
of the largest multi-national corporations (MNCs) have become dominant and even more
important than most states (Kivisto and Faist, 2007, p. 102, Soysal, 1994, Vuskane, 2011).
However, despite the increasing Globalisation, the world still remains affected by poverty,
religious persecutions, political strife, economic rumblings due to population pressures and
dwindling natural resources. All these result in global transition or migration of people from
one country to another, for various reasons (Vuskane, 2011a). Let us now examine some major
causes for Migration of people.
Why People Migrate?
Immigration has existed throughout the history of humankind and people have moved from
their home places for centuries, for various reasons (Montiglio, n.d) like:a) Escape from Conflict Zones
b) Due To Environmental Factors
c) Escape Poverty
d) Attain higher Standard Of Living or better living conditions
e) Personal Needs
f) Higher Education
g) Love
h) Family Influences
i) Better Healthcare
j) Be Closer to Nature and/or Adventurism
k) Political Reasons
l) Missionary work
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The Globalisation has certainly accelerated migration due to reasons mentioned at points c, d,
e, i and k above. Above logic and reasoning has also been supported by other scholars too
(Nunez..et al, Dec 04, 2014). The pressures such migration creates on economic, political,
cultural aspects of countries which in turn undoubtedly affect their Citizenship scenario.
Impacts of interlink between Globalisation and Migration on Citizenship
It is evident by now that Migration is an intrinsic part of globalization process. It is also a
salient political issue that currently dominates local, national, regional and global scenarios.
Despite that, the globalization has become a necessary evil, in today’s environment, as it helps
in improvement in economies with free flow of capital, goods, information and people.
However, there are divergent views as to how it affects the patterns and reasons for mobility
and in turn Citizenship. Some researchers have argued that globalization leads to more
migration and to higher welfare gains and/or costs. It has also been observed that in the field
of migration, globalization is better described as asymmetrical, with migrants moving to a small
pool of select countries (Czaika & de Haas, 2014). This does have an impact on Citizenship
aspects.
A group of researchers (EPCR, Jul 2016) has opined that the migration issues have now become
a global problem. It has specifically highlighted example of European Union and pointed out
that:a) European migration and refugee crisis has challenged the aspect of citizenship and
need for some controls have been felt.
b) The migration has affected the very common understanding of “global governance of
migration” and raised questions about the extent to which human mobility can be tamed
and made predictable through governance techniques, such as migration management.
Their study, which dealt with different levels (global, regional and bilateral) of migration, has
helped in better understanding of multi-layered migration governance and its interactive
influence on cooperative efforts between states to deal with migratory movements. It has been
observed that though axiomatically control of migration is supposed to be done by states and
state administration (e.g. border controls), in reality more actors/agencies are involved.
Analysts have observed that multi-layered migration control involves many different agencies
with different interests, capacities (other than states), where in migration governance goes
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beyond the control of migration. It has also been seen that Migration Governance has ‘Security
Implications’ which in turn affects Citizenship.
EPCR researchers (EPCR, ibid) have also examined migration management through the lens
of geographies of control. They have pointed out that:
The current ( especially EU) practices in the field of international migration reflect the
fact that borders although axiomatic of where control traditionally takes place, are being
supplemented by a variety of practices of control, such as selection of (labour) migrants
or asylum seekers with credible claims of persecution that take place elsewhere than at
the border.
Scholars have also examined the gamut of Governance, Citizenship and Sovereignty. They
have analysed the impact of the global governance of migration on traditional political concepts
such as, citizenship. It has been pointed out that as a result of globalization it has become
necessary to develop new political concepts to express the relationship between persons and
political entities in a globalized world. It is important to clearly define the legal and political
concepts of citizenship for migrants and refugees on one hand and the relationship between
individuals, territory and authority on the other.
While globalization has opened up the avenues for multicultural societies, it is eroding state
sovereignty over borders. It has been noticed that in Europe, Globalisation has led to increase
in populism, right-wing politics and a return to nationalism as a cultural and political construct.
The emerging political construct has affected the understanding of legal and political
membership and the fact that globalization impacts nationalism and citizenship has been
acknowledged. (EPCR, Jul 2016a).
Another researcher Koser (Koser, Mar 2018) has rightly commented on the subject stating that:
International migration is inextricably linked with globalisation. On one hand,
processes of globalisation drive international migration, including through disparities
in development, demography and democracy; the global jobs crisis; the segmentation
of global labour markets; revolutions in communications and transportation; and
transnational social networks. On the other hand, international migration itself
generates processes of globalisation, including the global transfer of money and goods;
the emergence of global cities; and growing social and cultural diversity.
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In comparison with trade and capital, however, the global movement of migrants remains
restricted. This is because international migration strikes at the heart of issues that are
paramount to sovereignty, including national identity, economic competitiveness, and security.
Hence the paradox that while most industrialised countries require and welcome more migrants
to fill labour market gaps and address demographic trends one hand , they nevertheless restrict
migration in response to political and populist pressures, on the other.
It is evident from the above that Globalisation and Migration are clearly interlinked and have
a serious impact on Citizenship.
Newer Types of Citizenships
With the advent of Globalisation newer types of Citizenships have emerged:a) Social Citizenship
b) Economic Citizenship
Social Citizenship
Social citizenship has been fundamentally defined as a moral and civic commitment to equality
and justice. It is based on the assumption of a “notion of the common good and the commitment
to ensure the rights to exercise the concomitant duty of participating in its definition and its
fruits” (Navarro, Apr 2005). Another view states that social citizenship includes “the whole
range from the right to a modicum of economic welfare and security to the right to share to the
full in the social heritage and to live the life of a civilized being according to the standards
prevailing in society” (Marshal, 1950).
Social citizenship rights are commonly analysed in economic terms e.g., de-commodifying
labour, protection against risks to earning capacity, reducing poverty and redistribution of
wealth. But, the core of Social Citizenship still fundamentally remains moral. However,
European Union is already experiencing increasing strains in solidarity from the socially
excluded and the large number of cross-border migration from all over the world (Handler,
September 2002).
Economic Citizenship
Citizenship by Investment or Economic Citizenship depicts a scheme by which a person
becomes a naturalised citizen of another country by investing in that country. Many countries
in the world, including India, offer permanent residency status after a significant contribution
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to the economy and proof of residency in that country for a specified number of years. Some
other countries like Antigua, St. Kitts and Nevis, Dominica, and Grenada only require a certain
sum of money (Radhakrishanan, July 30, 2018). Economic citizenship has its own pros and
cons too.
The further analysis on these would be taken up later in particular reference to India.
Indian Scenario
Issues Related to Migration
The recent Rohingya crisis in South Asia raised questions regarding the refugee policies in
India (Raj, June 06, 2020). Before diving into India specific issues, it would be prudent to
understand Asia related issues on the subject.
It’s a fact that cross-border movements of population in South Asia have been regarded as a
serious issue, as it affected internal security, political stability, jobs and economic stability and
international relations. Thus the thrust of several state policies in the region has been to close
borders and to clearly define who is a citizen in a particular region. Undoubtedly, this is a very
challenging task- both for the citizen as well as for the state ¬because historically, borders were
not clearly demarcated or did not exist and people moved freely with little regard for national
boundaries or legal notions of citizenship (Kymlicka and Norman, 1994, Raj, June 06,2020a).
India is no exception. India shares porous borders with its neighbours like Bhutan, Bangladesh,
Myanmar, Pakistan and Nepal. With globalisation and increase in India’s stature- both in
economic and political fields- influx of migrants from these countries and there spread in
various regions in India has become an issue. This is due to the fact that migrants seem to have
changed the demography, employment and economic conditions. Further, impact on political
conditions is causing security concerns. This gravity of the issues related to Migration was
highlighted by Solicitor General of India (Anand, March 26, 2021) during his submission to
the Hon Supreme Court of India, where in he stated that
“India could not be the capital of illegal migrants from across the world. It was not
within the ‘court’s domain’ to dictate to the Centre about its foreign relations. The
continuance of the illegal immigration of Rohingyas into India and their continued stay
in India, apart from being absolutely illegal, is also found to be having serious national
security ramifications and poses serious security threats.”
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Issues Related to Globalisation
Another study has examined specific impacts of Globalisation on India. It has been pointed
out that Globalization has increased interdependence and has created global competition for
India. Globalisation has also enhanced the interdependence of goods-service and capitaltransport. The effects of globalisation have gone beyond global economic trends, affected the
regional strategies and circumstances due to international, global and economic causes. It has
be seen that options for formulating revised domestic strategy have been limited, indicating a
lack of systemic authority in national decision-making (Manhas, June 2020). Let us now
examine the impact of globalisation on India:Challenges: Social
a) As in any developing country, job destruction has led to a reduction in workers in
industrial sector
b) Communicable diseases have increased.
c) Migration levels have increased,
d) Security environment has been impacted.
e) State’s Policy making powers have been impacted.
Challenges-Economic: Manhas (Manhas, 2020a) points out the following challenges:
a) India's trade volumes are dropping
b) FDI flows to India have remained below 0.5% of GDP as other countries like
Vietnam, Bangladesh became more lucrative destinations.
c) Rupee value has eroded.
d) Infusion of state of the art technologies by the foreign companies (to help the Indian
industry to grow and profit from the effect of globalization) has led to rising
unemployment and poverty.
e) Big multinationals are affecting economic policies.
f) Farming sector has been affected.

All the above effects of Globalisation have impacted the lives of people in India. Indian
Government has been trying to balance the development against the negative impacts of
Globalisation. India has been traditionally dealing with effects of migration resulting out of
1947 Partition, 1971 War and migration from Nepal/Sri Lanka/Bangladesh/Myanmar.
However, increased migration ( both internal and external) attributable to Globalisation and
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some other minor factors has started affecting the demography in various regions like Assam,
Jammu & Kashmir and West Bengal etc. as well as national economy (Roy and Debnath, 2011)
Indian Government is thus weary of according Citizenship to every migrant or refugee coming
to India. India is fully cognisant of its obligations under the 1954 convention of UNHRC and
trying its best to comply with them. However, such considerations cannot override national
interests and national security. India has thus formulated certain policies like National Register
of Citizenship (NRC), Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA). However these are facing
opposition at both domestic and global levels (Mohanty, Dec 24, 2019). It is thus becoming
difficult for India to formulate policies which would ensure development through globalisation
and at the same time better the life for its citizens and mitigate its security concerns
(Radhakrishnan, July 30, 2018a).
In addition to the above, India has to deal with adversaries like China and Pakistan, impacts of
China’s Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), China Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) and related
debt traps for India’s neighbours, impact of Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership
(RCEP) Treaty. India has enough on its platter to deal with both on economic and security
fronts, thus caution is advisable while dealing with impacts of both globalisation and migration.
What India needs to do?
As discussed above we have seen various impacts of Globalisation on Indian Citizenship. India
has no option but to deal with those and adapt innovative approach to address the emerging
issues.
With irreversible Globalisation in place India may need to progressively move towards
Citizenship which would be more suitable for Indian culture and social environment. Let us
examine Social Citizenship and Economic Citizenship aspects in the context of India.
Social Citizenship in India
It has been observed that the social discrimination has been predominant and has been accepted
as a fact in the scheme of planned development and finds reflection in positive discrimination
policies of India. These policies of positive discrimination were initially limited to education
and the provision of public sector jobs to Dalits and Adivasis (Reservations). Certain
proportions of seats were also reserved for Dalits and Adivasis in India’s national parliament
and state legislative assemblies. Later, reservations in jobs and educational institutions were
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extended to Other Backward Classes. Unfortunately, the basic concept for reservations has
been distorted and is now being used as political tool to garner the benefits by powerful groups.
Questions which, therefore, emerge are:a) Whether the social citizenship concept has been able to address the socio-economic
concerns of the economically backward social groups?
b) Whether current policies mitigate longstanding and sometimes discriminatory actions
against them?
Available evidence clearly reveals that majority of such social classes still remain underrepresented in better paid and higher status work, and disproportionately concentrated among
those drawing lower salaries/wages in both formal and informal sectors (Harries-White,
Prakash, Mishra, January 2013). Thus due to prevailing complex diversity issues, social
citizenship concept has succeeded only partially and it would not be easy for India to make it
a main pillar for Indian Citizenship.
Economic Citizenship: A Way Forward
The conflicting processes of rapid capitalistic transformation and democratic assertions
through fair electoral mechanism have been handled by India in a remarkable fashion. Its
robust institutions have regulated the economy more fruitfully than those which regulate
democratic politics.
The above has helped in creation of a good social structure more successfully than creation of
decent Work conditions for labour or a structure of redistributive transfers. Despite this its
expert and watchful apparatus of developmental planning has tried to reduce the inequality in
economic citizenship through numerous welfare oriented programmes covering the lower
income people in many ways like by income, agro-ecological region, farm size, gender, life
cycle, caste/ethnicity, skill level, nutritional status, etc.
But throughout the abovementioned process, though the planning mechanism has adhered to a
universal norm of citizenship, in reality the bureaucracy has implemented practices of inclusion
in such a fashion that the results unfortunately reinforce unequal economic citizenship. Despite
this India has managed to deal with the above dichotomic reality and move forward on the path
of Economic Citizenship, albeit slowly.

73

Electronic Journal of Social and Strategic Studies
Date of publication: 31 May 2021
https://doi.org/10.47362/EJSSS.2021.2304

Volume 2/Special Issue III
May 2021

In view of above analysis it would be reasonable to accept the fact that in the course of
livelihood struggles, the disadvantaged social classes have fewer claims on state and society,
in comparison with individuals belonging to dominant classes. This social reality is in sharp
contrast to the Indian constitution’s guarantee of equality before the law, as well as substantive
economic equality to all its citizens.
As we have seen the concept of Economic Citizenship relies on the existence of a plurality of
social classes, so that all classes have equal and substantive claims to public and social
resources. A regime of equality of opportunity and equality in outcomes warrants robust policy
to ensure substantive equality. Here Substantive equality denotes steps which neutralise
indirect discrimination; recognising and addressing not only current circumstances but also the
historical legacy (Harries-White, Prakash, Mishra, January 2013a and Manhas, June 2020b).
To effectively achieve the substantive equality, India would need to reform the legacy of
unequal wealth pattern which has made market forces non-neutral between individuals who are
unequally endowed. Owing to this the market forces react to the signals emanating from
standard Demand and Supply law and not to the citizens’ rights. They respond to the logic of
profit and shareholder value and setting aside equity or inclusive justice affecting both the
Citizens and Security.
As a remedy, market forces need to change in two ways:a) Through competition and technological changes
b) Through commodification (involving new commodities and commodified, services, the
commodification of the public sphere, public space, the domestic sphere, for the
common good.
India also needs to integrate its polity/civic society and prepare it for a formal role in the
national and economic citizenship development. India needs to overcome the party politics and
create an increased space for political pluralism (the expression of a diversity of interests),
progressively translating it into an economic inclusion or social plurality. It also needs to
reduce the social strife which constitutes a threat both to economic citizenship and security
environment.
India needs to thus accelerate the process which it has already embarked upon for moving
towards Economic Citizenship, which is following a trajectory different from the West in
several respects, based on its own peculiarities like:74
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a) It is a member of international organisations regulating trade and commerce; it is the
acknowledged leader of the developing world at the WTO, and it articulates the
aspirations of developing countries in international negotiations on environment and
energy.
b) Indian foreign direct investment has been characterised by a proliferation of mergers
and acquisitions of elite businesses in Europe, Latin America, the United States, and
Africa.
c) India supplies a crucial workforce to the Middle East.
d) India is economically powerful and politically influential through its highly skilled
migrants in top OECD countries (the United States, Canada and Australia) and Seventy
percent NRIs in the Gulf region with semi- or unskilled labour.
The above factors have their own dynamics and have caused emergence of some general
patterns as outlined by Harris-White, Cuddy Keane, Manhas and in ABP News (Harries-White,
Prakash, n.d) (Cuddy-Keane, September 2003b) (Manhas, June 2020c) (ABPNEWS, March
13, 2021):a) The economic forces unleashed by globalisation have generated parallel and
contradictory processes. A very small proportion of Indian citizens are transnational let
alone post-national. Their political strength results from their ability to use the Indian
state to support their place in the market. While being post-national in the international
arena they do not see reasons to challenge the practices of economic citizenship
discussed earlier.
b) As has happened elsewhere in the world, in India too, the social authority of the nation
over post-national citizens has been considerably weakened. Despite this, the Indian
diaspora, or workers of Indian origin, appeal to the political power of the Indian state
to counter their experience of economic marginalisation (as in the case of Malaysia),
poor labour conditions (the Gulf), or cultural rejection (e.g. the recent turban case in
Canada) on the foreign shores where they reside and work. However, India generally
confines the weight of its support to elite migrants.
c) There is strong demand for dual citizenship from the NRI diaspora, nurtured by ties of
kinship and remittances. For many there is a contradiction between cultural
marginalisation in their place of residence (against which they campaign) and
citizenship based on cultural exclusion within India itself. Dual citizenship has been
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granted to NRIs from only 16 countries, none of which are countries where Indian
migrants are low-skilled wage labour.

d) India needs to deal with the constituent states where non-local Indian political citizens
have barely any economic rights. These non-local Indian political citizens are not
accepted by the states as they eat into the jobs of local population and are often shunned
by the local authorities. It is not an easy problem to deal with.
e) Further India has to handle insistence of regional governments on reserving 75% jobs
in various sectors for local people, as it is unlikely to help (due to disparity in required
and available qualification/skills) either the regional or national cause.
Though conceptually India is marching forward on the road to Economic citizenship, effective
consensus is still eluding it. As a result, the Economic Citizenship has a long way to go in India.
It is, therefore, important for India to understand the economic dynamics and pursue policies
of socio-economic inclusion of it citizens and gradually move towards Economic Citizenship.
It is acknowledged that Economic Citizenship has its own disadvantages, as pointed out by
Harris-White and Prakash (Harris-White & Prakash, n.d):a) The time it takes to complete the process could be long.
b) The level of investment required may vary without a perceptible logic.
c) Government may change the policies, criteria or requirements at any time, without
much notice.
d) Citizenship-by-investment programs may suffer from lack of transparency and
accountability
Despite the above disadvantages, the Economic Citizenship seems to be a better way forward
for India.
Conclusion and Recommendations
Globalisation has become an inescapable necessity today and it is here to stay. The world has
already started adapting to the Globalisation, EU stands as a good example.
Indian too needs to accept that Globalisation is an irreversible process now. It has certainly
affected many aspects in India including Citizenship. India needs to do some out of the box
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thinking to reap the benefits of Globalisation and rationalise its Citizenship process. Adaption
of Economic Citizenship could be a way forward. Some suggested measures are:a) The States, markets, and civil society should effectively deal with challenges from its
emigrant capital (visible and invisible) and from immigrant capital, from trans- and
post-national e´migre´ professional classes and emigrant working people along with the
demands of incoming global business, communications, politics, and civil society.
b) Some of these incoming forces come with hallmarks of economic citizenship nurtured
in the very different conditions of OECD countries. Thus India’s states, markets and
civil society must remove the age old class and status barriers and also deal with the
painful anti-developmental processes.
c) Effectively deal with security issues emerging from migrants from various countries,
balancing both the security and economic environment.
d) Commission a detailed study to analyse the current trends in Globalisation, impacts on
various aspects including Citizenship and come up with implementable forward looking
policies.
Finally, some of the issues which have not been dealt in detail here but would need to be
focused on separately are:a) Impact of enhanced exodus of people from Myanmar into India.
b) Difficulties in identifying the migrants from neighbouring countries due to ethnic
similarity and impact on society.
c) Impact of foreign support to disruptive forces e.g. support to insurgencies, clandestine
migration etc.
d) Domestic and global criticism of NRC and CAA.
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